[Clinical evaluation of the structural characteristics of peripheral blood leukocyte DNA in patients with viral hepatitis B].
The DNA structure of peripheral blood leukocytes in healthy donors and in viral hepatitis B patients was studied by the rate of the alkaline denaturation of DNA in cell lysates. An increased rate of the DNA alkaline denaturation of cell lysates was established, which was indicative of the damages in their DNA. The most pronounced damages of DNA were found in granulocytes of patients with highly active chronic hepatitis and hepatic cirrhosis, especially in cases of simultaneous delta-virus infection. The damage of leukocyte DNA reflected probably the accumulation of cells, committed to apoptosis, in peripheral blood. Apoptosis may be induced by cytotoxic lymphocytes recognizing HBV-infected cells.